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businesses. We cannot let banks chal-
lenge this government with our own 
tax dollars. We need broad reform in 
our financial system, and I will be ad-
dressing that at another time. But one 
element of that reform must be to im-
pose some fiscal discipline onto these 
banks that think that they can get 
away with giving themselves mega-bo-
nuses while the rest of America is suf-
fering and starved for capital. 

Support H.R. 4414. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

WHERE IS THE TRANSPARENCY? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank our leader for allowing me 
to spend this time this evening in talk-
ing to our colleagues about some very 
important matters dealing with health 
care reform and the pledge of trans-
parency. That will be the focus of the 
hour. I have a number of colleagues 
that will be joining me who are part of 
an organization within the House of 
Representatives called the GOP Doc-
tors Caucus. We have about 13 members 
of the GOP Doctors Caucus, most of 
whom are medical doctors. We have an 
optometrist, we have a clinical psy-
chologist Ph.D., and a couple of dental 
doctors in the caucus. 

And for the last year literally in the 
entire year 2009, I think my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle know that 
this GOP Doctors Caucus has been 
working diligently, working diligently 
to try to have some input in regard to 
health care reform, making some sug-
gestions, writing and cosponsoring 
comprehensive legislation such as H.R. 
3400, an alternative approach. 

Members of this caucus, Mr. Speaker, 
introduced individual bills on certain 
subject matter that the President has 
pledged that would be in the health 

care bill. And yet as we stand here 
today, at the 11th hour literally of 
merging these two versions from the 
House and the Senate, there is nothing 
about health care reform of the med-
ical liability system which the Presi-
dent pledged to do. 

The President, of course, made that 
pledge in Chicago at the annual meet-
ing of the American Medical Associa-
tion, an association that represents 
maybe a fifth, 20 percent, of the doc-
tors across this country, that has lit-
erally given their endorsement to the 
President’s bill, but asks in return for 
some relief of the reimbursement under 
Medicare to the physicians, elimi-
nation of this flawed formula that year 
after year after year forces the doctors 
to take these deep cuts so they lit-
erally can’t afford to continue to see 
Medicare patients. 

And of course the request, Mr. Speak-
er, at that particular meeting back in 
Chicago, probably last May or June of 
2009, that there be some meaningful 
medical liability tort reform. The CBO 
in fact estimated that would save $54 
billion. Just that one issue would save 
$54 billion the CBO says over the next 
10 years, and I respectfully suggest 
that is a most conservative estimate 
on their part. I think there would be a 
$54 billion savings each and every year 
over the next 10 years. 

In any regard, I am blessed tonight 
to be joined by a number of the mem-
bers of the GOP Doctors Caucus, and 
we are going to talk about the main 
theme of tonight and that is the issue 
of transparency. I want to get into that 
in just a second because nothing could 
be more important, particularly at this 
point, this 11th hour, when a bill is 
about to be presented. I say ‘‘pre-
sented,’’ really I mean, Mr. Speaker, 
forced upon the 435 Members of this 
body and the 100 in the other body, 
when the American people don’t want 
it; but more about that later. 
MOMENT OF SILENCE RECOGNIZING COBB COUNTY 

TRAGEDY 
Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I would like with your approval to 
take just a moment because a tragedy 
occurred, and I was just notified by 
email just a few minutes before I start-
ed, that in my district, the 11th Con-
gressional District of Georgia, Cobb 
County in one of its townships, Ken-
nesaw, part of my nine-county district 
of northwest Georgia, there was a trag-
ic, tragic shooting in my district, in 
the city of Kennesaw today, where two 
people lost their lives and three people 
are in critical condition. 

I would like to ask my colleagues on 
the floor tonight to join me for just a 
moment of silence to remember the 
families of the deceased and the vic-
tims that are in critical condition and 
their families as well. We will take just 
a moment of silence before we con-
tinue. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allow-
ing us to do that, and I thank my col-
leagues for joining me in their prayers 
for those of my district who have been 
killed and injured. 

Well, we want to talk a little bit 
about the issue of transparency be-
cause that is what is in the news right 
now—this is a huge concern—or I 
should say the lack of transparency in 
regard to the health reform bill. We are 
going to give you a second opinion 
today about that. And, indeed, we are 
going to roll the tape on health care 
doublespeak as we look at these slides. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just start off by 
saying and calling the attention of my 
colleagues to this first slide: Where is 
the transparency? 

Our President, then candidate, Sen-
ator Obama, in January 2008 on the 
campaign trail, and we all know what a 
great communicator President Obama 
and then-Senator, candidate Obama 
was, the best speaker, the best commu-
nicator, I think, that this country has 
possibly seen since the Great Commu-
nicator himself, Ronald Reagan. Here 
is what candidate Obama said in Janu-
ary of 2008, talking about health care: 
‘‘I would put my plan forward and I 
would welcome input, but these nego-
tiations would be on C–SPAN so the 
public will be part of the conversation 
and will see the choices that are being 
made.’’ Presidential candidate Obama 
made that remark to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle in January of 2008, al-
most 2 years ago. 

Continuing on the campaign trail, 
candidate Barack Obama said about 8 
months later in August of 2008 as the 
primaries were getting hot and heavy: 
‘‘We will have the health care negotia-
tions televised on C–SPAN so we can 
see who are making arguments on be-
half of their constituents and who are 
making arguments on behalf of the 
drug companies or the insurance com-
panies.’’ That was at an Obama town 
hall meeting in August of 2008. Once 
again candidate Obama, now President 
Obama, saying it’s time for the Amer-
ican people to see what’s going on, see 
it with their own eyes, hear it with 
their own ears, use their own common 
sense to figure out, to connect the 
dots, to see why one group or another 
group might be supporting something 
that on the surface seems almost in-
credulous that they would. Almost in-
credulous that they would. 

So I would say to President Obama 
today, as I said to him, or at least 
through the television set I said to 
him, right on, Mr. Candidate, you are 
absolutely right. The American people 
need to know. They need to have this 
opportunity of transparency. 

Where is the transparency? Where is 
it? 

President Obama, and he went on and 
we all know now ran a great, great 
campaign and beat a tough opponent in 
the primary and a war hero in the gen-
eral election, certainly a well-deserved 
victory for President Obama. And then 
shortly after inauguration, January 21, 
2009, about a year ago, President 
Barack Obama said this: 

b 2015 
‘‘My administration is committed to 

creating an unprecedented level of 
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